
The Same God, The Same Redemption, The Same Song 
 

Chapters 15 and 16 of Revelation are one unit.  A close look at the text confirms 

that 15: 1 introduces the 7 angels and the 7 plagues while 16:1-21 provides the details 

of each angels' pouring one of the bowls of God's wrath upon the earth. This component 

of seven plagues forms the last cycle in the interconnected series of sevens: seals (6:1-

17; 8:1), trumpets (8:2-11:19), and plagues (15: 1-16:21). The bowl judgments begin in 

16:1.   

What is the structure of Rev 15?  Verse 1 announces the arrival of the final 

judgment.  "Seven" pertaining to the angels and to the plagues signifies the 

completeness and finality of this judgment – God's wrath is finished or completed.   

Then follows an interlude of celebration in vv. 2-4 of "those who had conquered 

the beast and its image and the number of its name, .. "  These are the saints on earth 

who had stood firm in their faith and who had bravely withstood the threat and terror of 

the beast who "was allowed to make war on the saints and to conquer them." 13:7. 

They had refused to worship him and to bear the number of his name, vv. 16-18.  The 

mark of the beast on the forehead and hand indicates they are fully owned and 

controlled by him.  The forehead symbolizes the mind or thought-life or philosophical 

outlook of a person and the hand, their actions.  Thus, the beast exercises complete 

authority over his subjects, the enemies of God, his people and his church, in all they 

think, say and do. 

These faithful saints, along with those that have already suffered and died for the 

sake of their Lord and their God, have gained the crown of victory.   

How are they celebrating?  “[T]hey sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, 

and the song of the Lamb, saying, "Great and amazing are your deeds, O Lord God the 

Almighty! Just and true are your ways, O King of the nations!” v. 3.  In this song God is 

praised for His great deeds, justice, truth, glory, and holiness and then a prediction is 

made that all the nations will worship him.  Just as Israel praised God by the sea after 

he delivered them from Pharaoh, so the church praises God for defeating the beast on 

their behalf.  Like God’s people of old, so God’s new covenant people praise him by 

singing “the song of Moses.” Their song is a hymn of deliverance and praise of God’s 

attributes like the old covenant song in Ex 15:1-18.  See also Dt 32 in its entirety- v.  44 

refers to it as a song of Moses.  The song of the Lamb indicates a song of praise to 

Jesus Christ for his redemptive work.  It is new because the full redemption promised by 

God, cf. Gen 3:15, for example, typically achieved through Moses the servant of God, 

reaches its climax in the Person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, 

through his sinless life, death, burial and resurrection. 



The reference to the judgments is resumed in 15: 5-8 with the emergence of 

God's executing angels from the heavenly "sanctuary of the tent of witness."  v. 5.  The 

tabernacle of the testimony (or tent of witness) was the name given to the tabernacle in 

the wilderness, Num 9:15, because the ark containing the two stone tablets of the 

covenant was kept in its most sacred place, the Holy of Holies.  The Ten 

Commandments inscribed on these tablets, were the basic terms and conditions of the 

covenant God made with his chosen people at Mt. Sinai, Ex 25:16; 40:20.  They were 

also called the tablets of the testimony, 31:18.  They were a witness to the people that 

transgressions of God's law, the objective standard of his righteousness, would result in 

his judgment and condemnation.  This sanctuary was the very presence of God in the 

midst of his people for there he dwelled or tabernacled with them, 25:8.  It is this 

judgment in its final and completed form that the Lord God is about to unleash against 

his enemies. 

To this end, v. 7 tells us, the 4 living creatures give the golden bowls full of God's 

wrath to be poured out on his enemies.  Earlier, the golden bowls were described as 

being full of incense which are prayers the suffering saints are making to God for their 

vindication, 5:8.  Now, the time for praying is over.  Now, these bowls are filled with the 

perfect aggregate of God's wrath as the angels are authorized and empowered to pour 

out its content.  The filling of the sanctuary with the smoke of God's wrath in v. 8 

emphasizes 2 truths: firstly, that ultimately, the divine judgment does not come from the 

angels (they are only his holy servants) but from God himself as the supreme judge of 

the earth who always does what is just, Gen 18: 25, and in the second place, that God's 

judgment was so fierce that not even these very beings could stand in his presence.   

What are we to conclude regarding Revelation 15?  Above all, we must 

remember that our Lord God is faithful and that he does not change.  Just as he was 

faithful in fulfilling his covenant promise of redemption to the church in the old covenant 

through its mediator, Moses, even more so will he and indeed, has he already delivered 

his people in the new covenant through its Mediator, Jesus Christ.  The Exodus from 

Egyptian captivity in the old covenant is surpassed by the Exodus from captivity to sin in 

the new.  However, the essential reality is the same – God's sovereign, gracious 

deliverance of his people soli Deo Gloria.  He is the same God with the same 

redemption.  To him we sing the same song of praise. 


